
   EASTFORD CLEAN ENERGY TASK FORCE:  Minutes of the September 19, 2018 Meeting 

                       Wednesday, 7:00 p.m., Town Office Building Lower Level 

Members present:  Tom Hughes, Paul Torcellini, Frank Castagna, Adam Rzynski,  

                                   Mary Ellen Ellsworth 

In absentia:  Georgianne Copley 

The meeting was called to order by Mary Ellen Ellsworth at 7:08 p.m. 

1.  The committee welcomed our two new members, Frank Castagna and Adam Rzynski, 
and members shared a round of introductions. 

2., 3. Electric Car Charging Station, Current Status, and Report to the Select Board given on 
September 10, 2018.   

Tom Hughes updated the committee on recent developments. The committee has $4565 
left of the original $5000 grant award for clean energy initiatives.  Although the committee 
desires to put in a Level Two Electric Car Charger, with key or card access, the cost is greater 
than our current means. Without key or card access, we face the challenge of who might 
monitor the use of the charging station, as neither the staff of the Town Office Building nor 
the Eastford Elementary School has the means at the present time. Our current thought is 
that we might go with a Level One Charging Station –really just an outdoor plug—run off the 
Eastford Elementary School electric system. The EES has the best rate, and with the EES’s 
new solar panels, it is likely that the electric car charging use would be barely noticeable. 
Were there an extra expense, it is likely that our funds could cover that, for a year or two, 
anyway.  The suggestion has been made that we should install infrastructure that would 
allow for an easy upgrade to Level Two—initially putting in 8-gauge wire, a cement pad, and 
infrastructure allowing us to move to Level Two when demand, and funds, make that 
feasible. Committee members suggested that we plan to put a sign up identifying the 
charging station, and that we also check the used market for Clipper Creek and other 
providers, in case there might be a way to go to Level Two sooner rather than later. 

4.  Municipal Energy Report. Paul Torcellini told the committee that the wiring for the solar 
panels on the roof at the Eastford Elementary School is in place; the current wait is just 
for the installation of the panels themselves, which should be soon. The school is on a 
20-year lease agreement—so at the end of that time either the Town will buy the 
panels, or they will be removed. At the present, the cost is 8 cents per kilowatt hour, for 
everything generated. With the savings in our utility rate, the Town of Eastford should 
have totally paid for the new roof on the school within 3 or 4 years. 



Paul Torcellini has a new graduate student working on the Eastford data, and soon he 
will be able to provide clearer information about Town energy expenditures, and 
current areas of savings and conservation.  Paul also told the committee that the Town 
Garage roof insulation challenges have been addressed, and that the project has been 
closed out well, with a R-25 insulation factor. The Ivy Glenn, or the Town Library, as 
many of us know it, has a roof insulation need. That will be addressed soon. 
There is a comprehensive goal to have a maintenance plan for each Town-owned 
building. 
We look forward to reports from our EES custodian and Dr. Torcellini’s Eastern 
Connecticut State University student as they work together toward best practices for 
energy conservation at EES. We are also looking forward to junior high student-learning 
projects relative to the energy initiatives at the school—solar, insulation, and, hopefully, 
an electric car charging station. 

5.  New Business 
6. The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m., with a motion by Paul Torcellini, seconded by 

Tom Hughes. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Mary Ellen Ellsworth 


